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St. Martin Lutheran Church & School

OUR MISSION:
PREACHING, TEACHING AND 
REACHING WITH GOD'S WORD!

St. Martin Lutheran Church and School is people who have 
gathered together under the cross of Jesus Christ to glorify His 

Name and extend His Kingdom. We seek to accomplish our 

mission by offering: Worship, Christian Day School, Bible 
Study, Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Pre-School, 
Early Childhood Center, Music Programs, Youth Programs, 

Recreation, and Much More!!!



As We Gather

“Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, with the recompense of God. 
He will come and save you” (Isaiah 
35:4). The heart of Isaiah’s promise is 
that through His justice, God will save 
us. God alone knows what is appropriate
for each situation and what each person 
truly deserves. And ultimately, Christ’s 
coming will make all things right again.



WELCOME 

&

ANNOUNCEMENTS



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!
“Christ is near,” we hear it say.

“Cast away the works of darkness,
All you children of the day!”



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

2 Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earthbound soul arise;

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from 

heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,

One and all, to be forgiv’n;



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

4 So, when next He comes in glory
And the world is wrapped in fear,

He will shield us with His mercy
And with words of love draw near.



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

5 Honor, glory, might, dominion
To the Father and the Son

With the ever-living Spirit
While eternal ages run!



Invocation

P In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Lighting of the Advent Candle ~

During the singing of this verse, two candles on 
the Advent wreath are lite.

Sung by Steve Conradt

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:

Let the light banish darkness.

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
for the King of glory.



Opening Sentences

P This is the day that the LORD has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the 
earth!

C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come 
into His presence with singing!



Opening Sentences

P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He 
who made us, and we are His; we are His 
people,
and the sheep of His pasture.

C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 
and His courts with praise!



Opening Sentences

P Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
C For the LORD is good; His steadfast 

love endures forever, and His 
faithfulness to all generations.



Confession and Absolution

P Let us now make confession of our sins 
to God, our heavenly Father.

C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, 
we have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed. We have 
left undone those things we ought to 
have done; we have done those 
things we ought not to have done.

(continued)



Confession and Absolution

C We have not always made Your 
kingdom of first importance in our 
lives. We sincerely repent of our sins 
and humbly ask Your grace and 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the 
renewing work of the Holy Spirit, 
lead us to change what is sinful in 
our lives that each day we may grow 
in righteousness and godly living to 
the glory of Your holy name.



Confession and Absolution

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows 
His kingly power in ways that are merciful. 
To each of us, our Lord says, “Fear not!” 
and promises pardon, life, and salvation. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
I announce to you the forgiveness of all of 
your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you 
believe, so may it be.

C Amen.



Introit ~ Psalm 71

P Rejoice in the Lord always; Rejoice! 
Rejoice! I will say it again, I will say it 
again, Rejoice! Rejoice!

C Rejoice in the Lord always; Rejoice! 
Rejoice! I will say it again, I will say 
it again, Rejoice! Rejoice!



Introit

P I will hope continually
C and will praise You yet more and 

more.

P My mouth will tell of Your righteous acts, 
of Your deeds of salvation all the day,

C for their number is past my 
knowledge.



Introit

P With the mighty deeds of the Lord 
GOD I will come;

C I will remind them of Your 
righteousness, Yours alone.

P O God, from my youth You have taught 
me,

C and I still proclaim Your wondrous 
deeds.



Introit

P So even to old age and gray hairs, O 
God, do not forsake me,

C until I proclaim Your might to 
another generation, Your power to 
all those to come.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Kyrie

C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Salutation

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear 
our prayers and to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 
for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.



Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1–10

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom 
like the crocus; 2it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 
of the LORD,the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees.



Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1–10

4Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, with the recompense 
of God. He will come and save you.” 5Then 
the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then shall 
the lame man leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters 
break forth in the wilderness,and streams in 
the desert; 



Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1–10

7the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; in the 
haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the 
grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8And a 
highway shall be there, and it shall be called 
the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not 
pass over it. It shall belong to those who 
walk on the way; even if they are fools, they 
shall not go astray. 



Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 35:1–10
9No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not 
be found there, but the redeemed shall walk 
there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall 
return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Epistle Reading:  James 5:7–11

7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the 
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits 
for the precious fruit of the earth, being 
patient about it, until it receives the early and 
the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, 
brothers, so that you may not be judged; 
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 



Epistle Reading:  James 5:7–11

10As an example of suffering and patience, 
brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 11Behold, we consider 
those blessed who remained steadfast. You 
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and 
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how 
the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Verse

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

P This is He of whom it is written, “Behold, 
I send My messenger before Your face, 
who will prepare Your way before You.”

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2–15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. 
Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds 
of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?” 4And 
Jesus answered them, 



The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2–15

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight and the lame 
walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 
and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them. 6And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by 
me.” 7As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see?



The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2–15

A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10This is he of 
whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my 
messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way before you.’



The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2–15

11Truly, I say to you, among those born of 
women there has arisen no one greater than 
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
12From the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, 
and the violent take it by force. 13For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John,
14and if you are willing to accept it,



The Holy Gospel:  Matthew 11:2–15

he is Elijah who is to come. 15He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



JESUS TIME  
FOR THE KIDS

Children please  
come to the front

44



338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.



338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!

Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.



Sermon Theme: 
“God Changes Everything” 

Text:  Isaiah 35:10



Creed

P The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled 
Sunday in which we can thank God for 
His gracious plan for our salvation and 
for the Holy Spirit, who guides our lives 
of faith and joins us together in the 
community of the Church. We speak the 
words of the Third Article of the Apostles’ 
Creed with joyful confidence:



Creed

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.



Creed

P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own 

reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 
the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith. In the same way He calls, 
gathers, (continued)



Creed

C enlightens, and sanctifies the whole 
Christian Church on earth, and keeps
it with Jesus Christ in the one true 
faith. In this Christian Church He 
daily and richly forgives all my sins 
and the sins of all believers. On the 
Last Day He will raise me and all the 
dead, and give eternal life to me and 
all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.



Prayer of the Church
Marilyn Blanke,  Jean Handrich, 

Walter House, Terry Koeller, 
Bentley Koepke, Duaine Kussmann, 

Joe Novak, Michael Nunnery Jr., 
Wendy Perry, Jeff Schneider,

Diann Schroeder, Gerry Schroeder, 
Marilyn Siebert,  Brenda Wedde,  

Jenni Yaeger



Offering

Ways to support our ministries at St. Martin

• Your designated envelopes

• Envelopes provided in pew, put your name on

• Electronic giving information in pew

• Offering plates are in the back of the church by 
each door.



Offertory:  354 Arise, O Christian People

1 Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today;

Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.

To us by grace alone
The truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven

To all the world is shown.



354 Arise, O Christian People

2 Prepare the way before Him;
Prepare for Him the best.

Cast out what would offend Him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,

His path all even lay.



354 Arise, O Christian People

3 The humble heart and lowly
God raises up on high;

Beneath His feet in terror
The haughty soul shall lie.

The heart sincere and right,
That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—

It is the Lord’s delight.



354 Arise, O Christian People

4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,

And help me to receive You
This blessèd Adventtide.

From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing Your praises gladly

And forth Your glory show.



Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;



Lord’s Prayer

C and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you peace.

C Amen.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord,
Who has truly kept His word
And at last to us did send
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

2 What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many_a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

3 Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

4 As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.



352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.




